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alleged that Tahmasp sought to win over Malik Mahmud to his side.1

On learning of this dangerous development, Nadir left in haste for
Khabushan, to which, on arrival, he laid vigorous siege. After defeating
the Chamishgazak and Qarachorlu Kurds, who had sided with Tahmasp
and his ministers, Nadir came to terms with the prince, who agreed to
follow him to Mashhad. Nadir then proceeded to that city where he
received Tahmasp with much ceremony on the Nau Ruz or New Year's
Day, 1139 (2ist March, 1727) : the festivities and rejoicings lasted for
a week.2

Scarcely had these celebrations come to an end when fresh risings
of the Kurds took place. The forces of the insurgents were augmented
by the Tatars of Merv and the Yamrili Turkomans. Sweeping across
Darragaz, the rebel forces surrounded Nadir's brother, Ibrahim Khan.8

Nadir, in company with Tahmasp, relieved Ibrahim Khan, afterwards
besieging and taking Khabushan. He thereupon crushed the rebels
in Darragaz, but had to return to Khabushan to quell a fresh disturbance
there. He then went back to Mashhad, but immediately his back was
turned further trouble broke out at Khabushan, fomented, it is alleged, by
Tahmasp. On this occasion, the Chamishgazak and Qarachorlu were
joined by the Shadillu Kurds. Nadir, however, speedily broke up the
confederacy, and proceeded to Nishapur, whither Tahmasp had gone.
Meanwhile, the Tatars of Merv revolted again, at the instigation of
Malik Mafrmud. Nadir, having arranged for the quelling of this revolt,
had Malik Mahmud and his nephew Malik Ishaq put to death.

Disturbances had also broken out in Qa'in where a Sistani chief named
Husain Sultan, an ally of Malik Mahmud, had expelled the governor
whom Nadir had appointed.4 On the 17th Dhu'l-Hijja, 1139 (5th August,
1727), Nadir and Tahmasp left Mashhad for Qa'in with 800 men, and
soon forced 5usain Sultan to submit; a son and nephew of Malik
Mahimud, who had been with him, fled to Isfahan, where they joined
Ashraf.

From Qa'in Nadir marched via Isfidin, in the Zirkuh district, and
Madhinabad against the Afghans of Bihdadin.6 It was a trying march
in the height of summer, and water was very scarce ; furthermore, the
cannon kept sinking into the sand near Madhinabad. Nadir took Bihda-
din by assault, and then besieged Sangan6 which had also refused to submit.

1 T.N., p. 40.   Mirza Mahdi states that Malik Mahmud informed Nadir of this action of Tahraasjp.
It is unfortunate that no unbiased account of these happenings is extant.               *         7

* Z.T., fol. 213 (b).

* Muhammad Kazim of Merv gives his full name as Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, but he was usually

known as Ibrahim Khan.

4  T.N., p. 46,   The text of the Bombay edition is very corrupt here.

5 This place is now known as Behdavin.

' This place is now known as Sangun-i-Pa'in.